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University Termite & Pest Control, Inc. provides Signature Service Solutions to the
entire state of Arizona. We have been the premiere professional service provider and the
choice of Arizonans since 1974.
Our paramount commitment is to protect health, property and environment, while
employing the latest technologies, most successful techniques and hiring only the best and
brightest people. We endeavor to reinforce long-term partnerships with customers and
communities with dedication, enthusiasm and excellence.
We also understand that nature works in symbiosis and oftentimes insects are not pests
at all but beneficial puzzle pieces in a grand picture. Nature is beautiful and we strive to
study these relationships in order to maintain a healthy environment for current and future
generations.
Here is our coloring book filled with some awesome insect designs and their benefits.
Have Fun!

Caterpillars Can Destroy and Feed
Caterpillars are food to many beneficial wildlife species such as birds and small
mammals. Spraying pesticides indiscriminately to eliminate caterpillars can hurt
bird populations. However extreme infestations can damage and kill plants and
trees and may need to be controlled.
Ants have a mutually beneficial relationship with caterpillars. Caterpillars
produce sugary excretions known as honeydew, which ants consume. In turn, ants
provide caterpillars protection from predatory insects. Some ant species escort
the caterpillar into their nest in order to have exclusive rights to the caterpillar’s
excretions. If a caterpillar wants protection, it creates a vibration to signal its
presence to nearby ants.
One of the things we really like about the amazing caterpillar is the truly odd
colors and shapes we see them in.

Dragonflies are nature’s fighter pilots
Dragonflies come in many different bright colors and sizes. They are beneficial
bugs because they prey on other insects like mosquitoes and moths.
The larvae (or Nymphs), which live in water, eat almost anything living that is
smaller than themselves. They will target bloodworms and other aquatic insect’s
larvae including mosquito larvae for food. Dragonfly nymphs are such good
hunters because they move very quickly through water like jet aircraft in the sky.
Dragonflies eat many times their weight in mosquitoes every day along with
different kinds of flies. Using their legs like baskets, adult dragonflies can actually
catch and eat bugs while they are flying: hence the fighter pilot metaphor.
Dragonflies are large and heavy-bodied insects and can fly many miles from
where they live near the water. Because they are such strong fliers some species
even migrate.

The Very Beautiful Butterfly
Butterflies and moths start out their lives as caterpillars. Their presence
indicates a healthy ecosystem. Areas rich in butterflies and moths prove to be
wealthy in other invertebrate species. Collectively, butterflies and moths are
connected to a wide range of environmental benefits, including pollination
and natural pest control.
Moths and butterflies are an important element of the food chain and are
prey for birds, bats and other insectivorous animals. Butterflies and moths
support a range of other predators and parasites, many of which are specific to
individual species, or groups of species.
Butterflies have been widely used by ecologists as model organisms to study
the impact of habitat loss, fragmentation, and climate change.
There are few insects as colorful and beautiful as the butterfly. Children and
scientists study their unique life cycles and varieties.
All monarch butterflies migrate to one mountain top in Mexico every
year. Some fly as much as four thousand miles! We recommend googling the
migration of monarch butterflies with your kids to learn about their abilities.

Cicadas and their Musical Talents
Even though cicadas’ life above the dirt is brief and loud, there are a few reasons
to appreciate them.
Cicadas, along with other beetle species aerate the soil of trees when they
emerge. It is their feeding on nearby trees that naturally prunes weak branches,
improving the overall health of that tree.
Cicadas emerge at the same time each year and their massive population feeds
birds and other animals who find more than their fill of cicadas to eat. The cicadas’
all-at-once appearance at the end of their thirteen-year hibernation cycles is their
survival strategy; aside from their numbers, cicadas have few defenses against
predators and are clumsy fliers.
The cicadas born from the eggs laid this year will reappear in 2030.
It has been said that eating cicadas can help save the planet! They are said to
have a green, asparagus-like flavor and yummy sautéed with a little avocado oil
and minced onion. You can be the judge of that!

The Ants Go Marching On and On
Ants are among the most prolific of insects, outnumbering all other individual
animals combined. Fossil records indicate that they have been around since the
dinosaurs and inhabit just about every corner of Earth.
Ants live in colonies and are made up almost entirely of non-mating female
workers whose job is to gather food, build the nest, and look after the egg-laying
queen and her young. At certain times, winged males and females are produced by
the queen for the purpose of mating with ants from other colonies. After mating, the
male ants die, and the mated queens fly off, shed their wings, and start new colonies.
Although some species invade our homes and yards, generally ants are beneficial.
Most ants nest in the ground, digging a labyrinth of tunnels that allow air and
moisture to get to the roots of plants. The leaves and insects brought into the nest
decay and fertilize the surrounding plants. Many ants are predators and feed on
insects that attack lawns and gardens, and in the process of gathering food, they
often pollinate flowers and distribute seeds.

Beetles and their Powers
Whereas, there are more ants than any other kind of animal, there are more beetle
species than any other kind of bug. Some beetles can be very destructive. Fig beetles
really like to munch fruit, shade trees, roses, shrubs, asparagus, corn, soybeans, and a
number of other vegetables, especially plant parts exposed to the sun. They generally do
not like cabbage, carrots, cauliflower, eggplant, onions, lettuce, parsley, peas, potatoes,
radishes, spinach, squash, sweet potatoes, tomatoes, and turnips. They also tend to avoid
geraniums, as geraniums can be deadly to fig and Japanese beetles. On the other side of
the equation are Ground Beetles. They eat just about every other kind of garden pest.
There are some other really bad beetles. i.e. Pine Bark Beetles. These beetles are
responsible for destroying thousands of acres of forest along the Mogollon Rim. Because
there are so many different types of beetles, we could be here for a couple of years!
If you think you’ve got a beetle problem or a problem with any pest simply call
University Termite & Pest Control, Inc. We can send one of our expertly trained and
friendly people out to take a look and find a solution strategy for your unique problem.
Thank you for reading our enlightening coloring book.
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As for the pesky bugs, let us take
care of them for you. We love all pests
so you don’t have to.
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